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Rainford, 

19th  May.  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rainford 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Thirty-fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  Rainford  for 

1925. 


d  he  outstanding  features  of  the  Report  are  the  lowness  of 

the  General  Death  Rate,  of  the  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  and  of 

the  Infant  Death  Rate.  Some  progress  also  has  been  made  in 

the  provision  of  houses  for  the  working  class,  but  much  remains 

to  be  done.  The  number  of  Privy  Middens  is  632,  and  this  num¬ 
ber  does  not  decrease  as  it  should  do.  Neither  can  it  decrease 
until  a  proper  water-carriage  system  is  developed. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  RAINFORD. 

Area.  Rainford  covers  an  area  of  5877  acres. 

Population.  The  population  in  1921  was  3542.  The  1925 
estimate  is  3754. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area.  Flat,  slightly 
wooded.  The  soil  is  moderately  heavy  in  part,  and  the 
remainder  is  reclaimed  moss  land.  A  small  tributary  of 
the  Mersey,  the  Randle  Brook,  drains  the  area. 

Inhabited  houses  in  1921  numbered  678  ;  in  December  1925,  they 
were  707. 

A  penny  rate  amounts  to  £61. 

Social  conditions,  etc.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  of  the  working 
class,  being  engaged  at  the  two  coal  pits,  on  the  farms,  at 
the  Rainford  Pottery,  in  sand  getting  and  washing  for  the 
St.  Helens  Glass  Works,  etc. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  in  1925 — Total  76  :  Males,  42  ;  Females,  34. 
Deaths  in  1925 — Total  38  :  Males,  22  ;  Females,  16. 


Rates  per 

1  000  of  population  : 

and  per  1  000 

f  births. 

Tubercular 

Death 

Birth 

Death 

Respiratory 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Death 

under 

Rate. 

1  year. 

1915-1924  mean. 

i  21-6 

:  11-9 

0-29  1 

67 

1924 

19-4 

12-9 

0-80 

83 

1925 

20-2 

1 

1 

1 

101 

1 

0-27 

i 

65 

1 

i 

There  were  5  deaths 

of  children 

under  one 

year  out  of 

76  births,  and  there  were  no  deaths  of  women  in  consequence 
of  childbirth. 


Respiratory  diseases  caused  8  deaths. 
Diphtheria  caused  1  death. 

Diabetes  caused  2  deaths. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  caused  1  death. 
Cancer  caused  2  deaths. 

Heart  diseases  caused  3  deaths. 


CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

No  causes  of  sickness  have  been  specially  noteworthy  during 
the  year.  There  has  been  no  closure  of  schools.  The  conditions 
of  occupation  have  not  been  prejudicial  to  health. 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


The  only  provision  made  by  your  Council  for  the  treatment 
of  the  sick  is  a  four  bedded  hospital  at  Moss  Nook  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 
The  hospital  can  be  used  only  for  one  form  of  disease  at  the  same 
time  ;  but  this  up  to  now  has  been  quite  adequate.  The  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease  and  of  needy  infants  is 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  Other  cases  of  sick¬ 
ness  and  of  accident  are  conveyed  when  necessary  to  the  Infirmaries 
at  Liverpool,  St.  Helens,  Whiston  (Poor  Law),  or  elsewhere  in  the 
ordinary  way.  There  is  one  registered  Midwife  living  and  practising 
in  the  district,  and  a  few  midwives  from  adjacent  districts  also 
come  into  Rainford.  The  Midwifery  service  is,  in  my  opinion, 
sufficient. 


July, 


Public  Health  revised  Bye-laws  came  into  operation  on  28th 

1925. 


Your  Staff  consists  of  a  part  time  Medical  Officer  with  an 
annual  salary  of  £40,  and  a  part  time  Sanitary  Inspector  with  an 
annual  salary  of  £130.  The  latter  is  also  Highway  Surveyor. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AREA. 


Water.  Practically  all  the  houses  are  supplied  by  the  St. 
Helens  Corporation  with  a  constant  supply  of  good  water. 


Rivers.  A  small  tributary  of  the  Mersey  is  the  only  stream 
running  through  the  district. 

Dradnage  and  Sewerage.  The  Sewage  passes  into  the 
Rainford  Brook.  A  ditch  which  received  the  Sewage  from  Star 
Cottages  was  piped  in  during  the  year.  So  also  was  a  similar 
ditch  which  was  a  nuisance  to  the  Randle  Junction  Houses.  Drains 
were  tested  in  connection  with  I  2  houses  in  Ormskirk  Road. 
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The  Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1925  consisted 
of  632  Privy  middens,  67  Fresh  Water  Closets,  and  26  Movable 
Ashbins.  And  no  conversions  took  place  during  the  year.  New 
houses,  except  in  very  outlying  districts,  are  now  provided 
with  Fresh  Water  Closets.  Although  Rainford  is  a  sparsely  pop¬ 
ulated  district,  yet  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  some 
arrangement  made  for  the  safe  disposal  of  the  Sewage. 


Scavenging.  For  this  purpose  Rainford  is  split  up  into  5 
districts,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  and  by  horses 
and  carts  engaged  by  your  Council.  The  Refuse  is  removed  during 
the  day-time  and  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  work  is 
satisfactorily  done. 


Sanitary  Inspections  have  been  made  of  43  houses,  and  the 
37  nuisances  found  were  remedied  after  informal  notices  were  given 
(see  appended  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Smoke  Nuisance  does  not  exist  in  Rainford. 


Schools.  There  are  3  public  elementary  schools  in  the 
district.  Their  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory  and  their  water 
supply  is  good.  The  spread  of  Infectios  Diseases  is  combatted 
mainly  by  exclusion  from  school  of  the  scholars  likely  to  carry 
infection.  During  the  past  five  years,  the  closure  of  even  the 
Infant  department  in  one  of  the  schools  was  resorted  to  only  twice  : 
April  24th  to  May  23rd,  1922,  and  June  26th  to  July  18th,  1924. 


HOUSING. 


There  is  a  shortage  of  about  thirty  three-bedroomed  houses, 
and  in  consequence,  there  is  some  overcrowding.  Your  Council 
is  building  1  0  Subsidy  houses  and  you  have  sanction  for  the  building 
of  24  more.  The  number  of  miners  at  the  principal  Rainford 
colliery  is  decreasing,  and  many  colliers  and  others  travel  daily 
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to  the  work  in  surrounding  districts  because  there  is  shortage  of 
house  accommodation  in  these  districts.  During  the  year,  one  family 
removed  out  of  the  district,  and  nine  other  families  were  provided 
for  in  your  own  houses  and  thus  the  evercrowding  was  relieved. 
The  fitness  of  the  houses  in  Rainford  is  fairly  good.  The  defects 
generally  found  were  damp  walls,  leaky  waterspouts,  and  blocked 
house  drains.  These  blocked  drains  are  very  frequently  due  to 
the  carelessness  of  tenants. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 

Twelve  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
eleven  were  built  with  the  State  assistance  (ten  by  your  Council 
and  one  by  a  private  person). 

Unfit  houses  and  their  treatment  are  dealt  with  by  the  In¬ 
spector  in  his  report. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Milk  produced  in  the  district  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity,  and  its  distribution  is  quite  adequate.  The  details 
connected  with  the  Inspection,  etc.  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milk  Shops  are  given  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

Meat.  The  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  is  inspected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  condemns  the  whole  or  parts  of  carcases 
diseased.  The  diseased  portions  are  buried  on  approved  sites. 
The  one  registered  and  licensed  private  slaughterhouse  and  the  one 
butcher’s  shop  are  quite  satisfactory.  For  the  other  details  under 
this  heading,  see  Inspector’s  Report. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Since  1920  the  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  have 
been  very  few,  and  there  has  been  nothing  like  any  epidemic. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  . 

1920 

3 

192! 

9 

1922 

4 

1923 

’  1 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

9 

2 

'  : 

Scarlet  Fever . 

7 

3 

1 

1  1 

Enteric  Fever . 

0 

5 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

4 

3 

4 

3  1 

1 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  used  early  and  is  kept  at  my  resi¬ 
dence.  No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Pathological 
and  Bacteriological  Examinations.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  two 
Medical  residents  arrange  for  these  when  necessary. 


Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  have  not  been  prevalent 
and  School  Closure  has  not  taken  place  in  1925. 

Disinfection.  Five  houses  were  disinfected  in  1925  with 
the  Formaldehyde  Spray.  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  are  disinfected 
by  spray  and  exposure  to  sun  and  winds,  and  much  of  it  is  stoved 
or  burned. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  1925. 


Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 


Total 

Cases. 


4 

10 

3 

I 

7 


AGES  IN  YEARS. 

2-3  I  3-4  I  4-5  I  5-10  ;  10-15-20-35  35-45145-65165-1- 
-l-l-l  I  1-1-1  I  i  I  I  1 

-  I  2  ;  1  I  3  I  3  i  I  I  _  I  _  I  _ 


1  I  - 
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One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever  were 
removed  to  Flospital. 


There  were  5  deaths — 2  Diphtheria,  2  Enteric  Fever,  and 
1  Pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  1925  only  two  new  cases  (1  male,  1  female)  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  and  only  one  death  (a  male) 
occurred  from  that  disease.  The  ages  of  all  three  cases  were  in 
group  35  to  45  years. 


In  my  opinion  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient. 
But  in  the  case  of  young  children  dying  from  such  a  disease  as 
Marasmus,  I  think  the  Medical  man  sometimes  hesitates  about 
diagnosing  Tuberculosis  in  life.  Tuberculosis  employers  are  warned 
ru)t  to  handle  milk  or  utensils. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


FRANK  PROSSER,  M.O.H. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RAINFORD. 


To  Dr.  F.  Prosser,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Rainford  as  to  the  number  of  matters  dealt  with 
under  the  various  Acts  relating  to  Public  Health  during  the  year 

1925. 


NUISANCES. 

Number  Discovered — 37  nuisances  were  discovered  on  in¬ 
spection,  all  of  which  were  remedied  on  formal  request  to  the 
owners.  The  nuisances  consisted  chiefly  of  defective  house  drains 
and  offensive  smells  due  to  untrapped  drains. 


HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  number  of  Houses  Inspected  .  43. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  for  defects  (Housing  Acts)...  32. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  and  recorded  under 

Housing  Regulations  .  22. 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  require  repairs .  31. 

Number  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  formal  notice .  31. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


Cowkeepers — Number  1  6,  number  on  Register,  I  6. 

Milk  Purveyors — Number  2  1 ,  number  on  Register,  2  1 . 

The  Cowsheds  and  one  Milkshop  in  the  district  are  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 


Number  of  Carcases  of  Pigs  inspected  .  83. 

Number  of  whole  Carcases  of  Pigs  certified  as  fit .  74. 

Number  of  Carcases  of  Bullocks  inspected .  3. 

Number  of  Carcases  of  Bullocks  certified  as  fit .  3. 


SCAVENGING  CONTRACTS. 

The  cost  of  emptying  632  privy  middens  for  the  year  is 
£298/14/5,  or  9/5 -4  per  privy  midden  for  12  months,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year’s  cost  of  £223  or  7/0-7  per  privy 
midden. 


1  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  S.  ROSBOTHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
Rainford, 


1  7th  May,  1926. 
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